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Attendance at our Los Ranchos Historical Society (LRHS)
more than doubled in February when we visited the historic,
now Village-owned, Maxie Anderson house. Then, in March,
we toured architectural sites at Los Poblanos. After the tour,
we visited the Agri-Nature Center and viewed the historic
Schulte house. In April, we hosted speakers Teri Reynoso and
her co-author, who shared their research for a book they are
writing about Tom and Janet Kromer. We're looking forward to
Village resident Marsha Adams’ talk in May on “Fred Harvey
in New Mexico.” Some members are interested in organizing a
train trip to Belen to visit the historic Harvey House Museum.

Meanwhile, Mayor Joe Craig has found several boxes of
historic photos and documents stored at the Village. LRHS
members plan to document and digitize some of them and
make them publicly available.

If you want to learn more about the history of Los Ranchos,
there are several books and a monograph that we highly
recommend. The first book is Shining River Precious Land: An
Oral History of Albuquerque’s North Valley by Kathyrn Sargeant
and Mary Davis. Funded by the Village of Los Ranchos and the
Albuquerque Museum, the book preserves oral histories and
photographs for future generations. Reading it you will learn
about the personal, archeological, and geographic history of
Los Ranchos which includes floods, agriculture, archeological
finds, and the day-to-day life of residents.
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Los Ranchos Plaza (LA 46638) Test Excavations at a Spanish
Colonial Settlement in Bernalillo County, New Mexico, 1996-1997,
edited by Carol J. Condie, is a monograph you can download
for free from Maxwell Museum at UNM. It contains a portion
of the report that Kathryn Sargeant, a Los Ranchos
archeologist, would have written if she was not fatally hit by a
car on Christmas Eve of 2001. The report taken from her notes
was compiled by friends who were involved in the 1982-1983
Los Ranchos Plaza project. Funded by Los Ranchos and the
NM Historic Preservation Division, the project was a
prehistoric and historic site survey done in the Village of Los
Ranchos de Albuquerque. The survey area located 30 sites and
73 isolated occurrences, eleven of which contained evidence
from prehistoric Pueblo periods and 17th-20th century
historic occupation. The site covered 51.9 acres of public and
private land. All artifacts found were deposited for curation
with Maxwell Museum.

Finally, we recommend a beautifully illustrated children’s
book, that adults also love, Vignettes from the Lovely House
written by Eugenia Eberle, a Los Ranchos public historian and
former Village historian, and illustrated by her life-long friend
Nina Collins. The book tells the story of a three-acre broken
down ranch in the Village that Eberle and her family lived in.
The story unfolds through the lens of the profound
relationships they had with the wonderful animals that lived
on the ranch. From a pet pig to a clever ram who opened the
latch and ran down the road with the sheep, to a mother cat
that fed a fox who had just had five kits. In the pages you will
meet rabbits, turtles, colts, ants and more and learn about
their lives and habitats and how we can all co-exist together.

Some of the attendees at the
February LRHS meeting.
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